
NORTH CAROLINA (Maps were digitized using 1993 DOQQs, except NC-3 (1993 DRG)

Unit NC-1: Oregon Inlet.  404 ha (997 ac) in Dare County.
This unit extends from the southern portion of Bodie Island to the northern portion of Pea

Island.  It includes all land south of the Oregon Inlet Marina and Fishing Center to 0.50 km (0.31
mile) south of the junction of Highway 12 and SR 1257.  This unit includes lands from MLLW on
the Pamlico Sound across (and including all land) to MLLW on Atlantic Ocean shoreline.  Any
emergent sandbars south and west of Oregon Inlet are included.

Unit NC-2:  Cape Hatteras Point.  465 ha (1149 ac) in Dare County.  
The majority of the unit is within Cape Hatteras National Seashore.  This unit extends

south from the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse to the point of Cape Hatteras and then extends west 6.4
km (4.0 mi) along Hatteras Cove shoreline.  The unit includes lands from the MLLW on the
Atlantic Ocean and stops landward where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover,
begins and where constituent elements no longer occur.

Unit NC-3:  Clam Shoals. 28 ha (70 ac) in Dare County.
The entire unit is owned by the State.  This unit includes several islands in Pamlico Sound

known as Bird Islands.  This unit includes lands on all islands to the MLLW.

Unit NC-4:  Hatteras Inlet. 516 ha (1273 ac) in Dare and Hyde Counties.  
The majority of the unit is surrounded by Cape Hatteras National Seashore, but is privately

owned.  This unit extends west from the end of Highway 12 on the western portion of Hatteras
Island to 1.25 km (0.78 mi) southwest of the ferry terminal at the end of Highway 12 on Ocracoke
Island.  It includes all lands where constituent elements occur from MLLW on the Atlantic Ocean
across to MLLW on Pamlico Sound.  All emergent sandbars within Hatteras Inlet between
Hatteras Island and Ocracoke Island are also included.

Unit NC-5:  Ocracoke Island. 80 ha (197 ac) in Hyde County.  
The majority of this unit is within Cape Hatteras National Seashore.  It includes the western

portion of Ocracoke Island beginning 3.5 km (2.2 mi) west of the junction of Highway 12 and the
local road (no name) extending west to Ocracoke Inlet.  It includes all land from MLLW on the
Atlantic Ocean across to MLLW on Pamlico Sound.  All emergent sandbars within Ocracoke Inlet
are also included.

Unit NC-6:  Portsmouth Island-Cape Lookout. 3187 ha (7873 ac) in Carteret County.  
The entire unit is within Cape Lookout National Seashore.  This unit includes all land to

MLLW on Atlantic Ocean to MLLW on Pamlico Sound, from Ocracoke Inlet extending west to
the western end of Pilontary Islands.  This unit includes the islands of Casey, Sheep, Evergreen,
Portsmouth, Whalebone, Kathryne Jane, and Merkle Hammock.  This unit also extends west from
the eastern side of Old Drum Inlet to 1.6 km (1.0 mi) west of New Drum Inlet and includes all
lands from MLLW on Atlantic Ocean to MLLW on Core Sound.

Unit NC-7:  South Core Banks. 552 ha (1364 ac) in Carteret County.  
The entire unit is within Cape Lookout National Seashore.  This unit extends south from



Cape Lookout Lighthouse, along Cape Lookout, to Cape Point and northwest to the northwestern
peninsula.  All lands from MLLW on the Atlantic Ocean, Onslow Bay, and Lookout Bight up to
where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and the constituent elements
no longer occur are included.  

Unit NC-8:  Shackleford Banks. 716 ha (1769 ac) in Carteret County.  
The entire unit is within Cape Lookout National Seashore.  This unit is in two parts: (1)

The eastern end of Shackleford Banks from MLLW of Barden Inlet extending west 2.4 km (1.5
mi), including Diamond City Hills, Great Marsh Island, and Blinds Hammock; and, (2) The
western end of Shackleford Banks from MLLW extending east 3.2 km (2.0 mi) from Beaufort
Inlet.  The unit includes all land from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the
piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur and any emergent
sandbars within Beaufort Inlet.  This unit is bordered by Onslow Bay, Shackleford Slue, and Back
Sound.

Unit NC-9:  Rachel Carson. 445 ha (1100 ac) in Carteret County.  
The entire unit is within the Rachel Carson National Estuarine Research Reserve.  This

unit includes islands south of Beaufort including Horse Island, Carrot Island, and Lennox Point. 
This unit includes entire islands to MLLW.

Unit NC-10:  Bogue Inlet. 143 ha (354 ac) in Carteret and Onslow Counties.  
The majority of the unit is privately owned, with the remainder falling within Hammocks

Beach State Park.  This unit includes contiguous land south, west, and north of Bogue Court to
MLLW line of Bogue Inlet on the western end of Bogue Banks.  It includes the sandy shoals north
and adjacent to Bogue Banks and the land on Atlantic Ocean side to MLLW.  This unit also
extends 1.3 km (0.8 mi) west from MLLW of Bogue Inlet on the eastern portion of Bear Island.

Unit NC-11:  Topsail. 451 ha (1114 ac) in Pender County and Hanover County.
The entire area is privately owned.  This unit extends southwest from 1.0 km (0.65 mi)

northeast of MLLW of New Topsail Inlet on Topsail Island to 0.53 km (0.33 mi) southwest of
MLLW of Rich Inlet on Figure Eight Island.  It includes both Rich Inlet and New Topsail Inlet
and the former Old Topsail Inlet.  All land, including emergent sandbars, from MLLW on Atlantic
Ocean and sound side to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins
and where the constituent elements no longer occur.  In Topsail Sound, the unit stops as the
entrance to tidal creeks become narrow and channelized.

Unit NC-12:  Figure Eight Island. 134 ha (331 ac) in New Hanover County.  
The majority of the unit is privately owned.  This unit extends south from the western end

of Beach Road on Figure Eight Island to the northern end of Highway 74 on Wrightsville Beach. 
The unit includes Mason Inlet and the sand and mudflats northwest of the inlet from MLLW on
Atlantic Ocean to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and
where the constituent elements no longer occur.

Unit NC-13:  Masonboro. 61 ha (150 ac) in New Hanover County.  
The entire unit is within the North Carolina National Estuarine Research Reserve.  This



unit extends 1.1 km (0.70 mi) south from the MLLW of Masonboro Inlet on Masonboro Island. 
This unit includes all lands along the Atlantic Ocean, Masonboro Inlet, and Masonboro Sound
from MLLW to where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where
the constituent elements no longer occur.

Unit NC-14:  Carolina Beach Inlet. 374 ha (924 ac) in New Hanover County.
The majority of the unit is within Myrtle Grove Sound on Masonboro Island and is owned

by the North Carolina National Estuarine Research Reserve.  It extends 1.80 km (1.12 mi) west
along the south shoreline of Wolf Island from the mouth of the Altamaja sound.  This unit extends
south from 3.2 km (2.0 mi) north of MLLW at Carolina Beach Inlet on Masonboro Island to 1.1
km (0.70 mi) south of MLLW at Carolina Beach Inlet on Carolina Beach.  It includes land from
MLLW on Atlantic Ocean across and including lands to MLLW on the western side of
Masonboro Island, excluding existing dredge spoil piles.  Emergent sand bars within Carolina
Beach Inlet are also included.

Unit NC-15:  Ft. Fisher. 790 ha (1951 ac) in New Hanover and Brunswick Counties.
This unit is within Ft. Fisher State Recreation Area and Zeke’s Island Estuarine Reserve. 

This unit extends south from Ft. Fisher Islands (from the rocks), south of the ferry terminal, to
approximately 0.8 km (0.5 mi) south of MLLW at Corn Cake Inlet on Smith Island.  It includes all
land (including Zeke’s Island) from MLLW on Atlantic Ocean across to MLLW on the eastern
side of the Cape Fear River.

Unit NC-16:  Lockwood Folly Inlet. 36 ha (90 ac) in Brunswick County.
The entire unit is on Oak Island (formerly known as the Town of Long Beach) and is

privately owned.  This unit extends from the end of West Beach Drive, west to MLLW at
Lockwood Folly Inlet, including emergent sandbars south and adjacent to the island.  This unit is
includes land from MLLW on Atlantic Ocean across to MLLW adjacent to the Eastern Channel
and the Intracoastal Waterway.

Unit NC-17:  Shallotte Inlet. 120 ha (296 ac) in Brunswick County.
The entire unit is privately owned.  This unit begins just west of Skimmer Court on the

western end of Holden Beach.  It includes land south of SR 1116, to where densely vegetated
habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur
to the MLLW along the Atlantic Ocean.  It includes the contiguous shoreline from MLLW to
where densely vegetated habitat, not used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent
elements no longer occur along the Atlantic Ocean, Shallotte Inlet, and Intracoastal Waterway
stopping north of Skimmer Court Road.  The unnamed island and emergent sandbars to MLLW
within Shallotte Inlet are also included.

Unit NC-18:  Mad Inlet. 112 ha (278 ac) in Brunswick County.  
The entire unit is privately owned.  This unit extends west 1.2 km (0.75 mi) from the end

of Main Street (SR 1177) on western Sunset Beach to the eastern portion of Bird Island and
includes the marsh areas north of western Sunset Beach shoreline.  The shoreline area begins at
MLLW on the Atlantic Ocean and continues landward to where densely vegetated habitat, not
used by the piping plover, begins and where the constituent elements no longer occur.




